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t's ishin' Time 
Anglers of all ages and sizes will soon be heading for lakes, rivers, and streams 
jn pursuit of the many fish species which abound in Iowa waters. 
1969 
Anglers-GET READY! ! It's time to 
go to your basements or attics and drag 
out all that fishing gear and prepare it 
for YOUR spring and summer season. 
The Iowa Conservation Commission 
during its January meeting set the dates 
and established the regulations for the 
1969 fishing season. 
The new regulations take effect March 
1, 1969, and will extend through Feb-
ruary 15, 1970. No major changes were 
made in the rules which followed the 
framework of previous years. However, 
some points in the regulations should be 
stressed. 
Noted at the meeting was the section 
of the departmental rules goYerning 
areas open to the public. Where waters 
are located within the boundaries of 
state, cou nty, city parks or state fish and 
game management areas, fishing will be 
permitted on ly when these areas are 
open to the public. 
Exceptions to the "public area" rule 
were speci fi ed on natural lakes, where 
all ice fishing is prohibited from 8:00 
p.m. to 6 :00 a.m., and on the border lakes, 
where dai ly catch and possession limits, 
and open season dates for certain species 
are itemized. 
For Walleye, Sauger, and Northern 
Pike, the season has been set from 1\fay 3, 
1969, to February 15, 1970. In all streams, 
Missou ri and Mississippi Rivers, oxbow 
lakes, and artificial lakes, a continuous 
open season for these species shall apply. 
The specified dates, therefore, apply to 
all other water areas, which includes the 
border lakes-Little Spirit Lake, Dickin-
son County; Iowa and Tuttle (Okaman-
pedan) Lakes, Emmet County; Burt 
(Swag) Lake, Kossuth County; and Iowa 
Lake, Oseola County. 
On these border lakes listed above, 
there also is a daily catch and possession 
limit of six (6) for Largemouth and 
(Continued on page 16) 
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CIRCULATION . .. 64 600 
COMMISSION MINUTES 
ta te Consen a tion Commi ion )Jeet ing-
H eld in Des l\loine , Io" a, 
Decembe r :3, 196 
Th1·ee land purchase options on th · 
\"olga River Project in Fayette Count~ 
totaling 169 acres were apprO\ecl. 
The proJected five year s tate park 
road construction progr am 1969-7:3 ) 
was approved. It included the followmsr 
projects; Lake Macbride, .75 miles; Bob 
White, 1.30 miles; Beecls Lake, .75 miles; 
:\Iaq{o Frankel \Yoods, .29 miles ; Belle-
,· ue State Park, 1.25 miles. 
Funds were transferred in the budget 
of the fish and game divi s ion for land ac-
quisition at Fallow :\Iarsh in P alo Alto 
County in Schwob :\farsh in Koss uth 
County. 
Approved for submission to the BOR 
for federal cost sharing unde1· the lands 
and waters conservation fund program 
the following projects; 
Fremont County Conservation Board -
Tennis Court Development. 
Black Hawk County Conservation 
Board- H ickory Hills Park Develop-
ment. 
The following County Conservation 
Board land acquisition projects were ap-
proved: 
Des Moines County Conservation Board 
-Agusta Skunk River Access Addition. 
Decatur County Conservation Board-
Trails ide Historical Park. 
Dubuque County Conservation Board-
New Wine Township Park Addition. 
Harrison County Conservation Board 
-Niles Historical Museum. 
Lee County Conser vation Board- Poll-
mi ller Park. 
The following County Conservation 
Board development plans were approved: 
Green County Conservation Board-
l\Ianagement Agreement- Spring Lake 
State Park. 
H ardin County Conservation Board-
Management Agreement - Hardin City 
Access Area. 
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Dear Si rs: 
I am enclosing a letter from J ohn Taylor from :\len dip Terrace, South Stan-
le~. County Durham. England. :\Ir. Ta~ lor had an art ide in the IOWA ('o~­
SER\ATIONIST in January, 19G8, and no\\ he has sent me a letter to see if you 
'' ou ld put thi-; in one of your future papers. 
\r e made him an honorary member of our :\Im·shall County \\'ilcl Life Club 
and he has been qlllte thri11ed about it. \\'e ha\e recehed a couple of letters and 
brochures of hunting and fishing over m England. We have enjoyed his mate-
rial and leiters . 
I am \·ice president of our club and hi storian, so I collect all the material I 
can for our club. I ha,·e sent :\Ir Tavlor a lot of our conser vation matenal from 
Io\\ a. H e appreciated thts \ e r~ much and also sent me some home made "pies" 
that he made for trout fishing. Enough of my explanation. John's letter fol-
lm\ s 
TO THE CONSERVATIONIST: 
Friends, may you and your paper go from strength lo ~trength and surely it 
is doing JUSt this. as every month I "ee some article ''hich is new. Believe 
me I knO\\ how difficult collecting interesting and rele\ ant articles can be. 
I work in the shado" of one of the oldest cathedrals in England and feel pro-
te<:ted by the old castl e which is checked (sic ) : (guarded l b\· an owl. 
The cathedral and the rh·er Wear are in sight of my office window. This rh·er 
has had a wonder ful run of sea trout ( salme Trutta ) . Some of the fish were 
about 8 to 15 pounds in we ight. I hooked four in a half hour and lost all one 
evem ng. 
It is just wonderful. when the \Yor k hours drag, to just lift one's eyes from 
the work a nd within seconds see a sea trout leaping clear from the river. 
Apart from fish, the river supports the usual wild life min nO\\ s. trout, duck. 
walerhens, gulls, along with water voles, water rats, and eels. These creatures 
all live within a ven short dis tance from a busv and no1sv cathedral citY. 
. . . 
:\lore Strength to Your Pens 
,John Taylor 
Letters from Lester R. Olsen, l\1arshalltown, Iowa. 
Dear Si rs: 
I s ure enJOY your little magazine, the IOWA CONSER\' \TIONIST, and ha,·e taken 
it s ince way back in the 40's. 
T have one thing to ask you about. Is there any way a fellow might get his 
magazine a little sooner ? My November one arrives about December 4. Would 
a liltle extra money for postage help? 
When one gets articles pertaining to November and its already December they 
do not do you much good. If it can't be sent sooner the n maybe those arl1cles 
could be put out a month earlier. 
How is the Red Rock Ref uge working out? I ha,·e not heard anything as yet. 
I have been a duck hunter ever since I was a child but our season was set so we 
could not gel much to hunt. It should have bee n a split season with some of it 
earlier and some later than it was. 
This made it nice for the hunter th·tt could go to Canada and to Stuttttart. 
Arkansas, but we cannot all do that. This may result in fewer duck hunters 
which would be bad fo r conservation. Also we duck hunters help pay the bills. 
Yours truly, 
l\iardn Cecil 
Route 3 
Knoxville, Iowa 
P .S. I am teaching my 12-year-old hunter safely and I hope he will be a good 
hunter and not a game hog. 
Calhoun Cou nty Conservation Board-
Development Plan- Lake's E nd Access 
Area. 
Decatur Cou nty Conser vation Board-
Development Plan- Slip Bluff Park. 
Hamilton County Conservation Board 
- Development P lan Brigg's Woods 
P a rk Revision II. 
Contracts were le t for the following 
projects : 
Construction of Conservation Training 
Center-Springbrook State Park, Shrh·er 
Construction Company, Jefferson, $452.-
666. 
Construction of beach facility, Lake 
Anita State Park, Betts & Bear Construc-
tion C'o., Adair, $62,220. 
Construction of biology building, neat 
Bellevue, ' Vilbur A. Hammond, Belle\ ue. 
$21,750. 
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IOWA CONSERVAT I ON I ST 
ITORIAL 
A great challenge faces Iowa today in the field of outdoor recreation. The 
problem comes to this: how can the state continue to provide outdoor recreation 
facilities for the people of Iowa? 
The present facilities simply cannot meet the demands of the public. The pri-
mary reason for the dilemma is two-fold- the dramatic increases in the number 
of park users and the lack of funds for maintenance and development. As a 
result many serious shortcomings in the state park system became magnified last 
summer. Although the state has excellent areas, many suffered from a lack of 
personnel to carry out the most elemental of maintenance tasks. 
There has been a truly dramatic increase during the past years in the number 
of people using the parks. This year ten million people flocked to Iowa's state 
parks. Compare this to 6% million in 1957 to 21;.1 million in 1947. Why are 
we faced with this upsurge in park use? 
One reason is that the Conservation Commission has, in spite of difficulties, 
been able to provide a good park system. People today ha,·e more leisure time, 
more money and better transportation. In our urbanized society people are 
seeking more opportunities for outdoor recreation. 
Any state agency must provide services for the public. The wishes of the 
people concerning outdoor recreation and parks in particular, have been made 
clear. However, without adequate funds for personnel, maintenance, equipment 
and development, the wishes of the public cannot be meL 
The answer is not in just buying more land or building a dam in a creek. 
There must also be funds to provide the necessary facilities and roads on the 
area and carry out a program of watershed protection to hall siltation. 
In past years only limited funds have been provided for hiring maintenance 
personnel and replacing worn out facilities. On the other hand, money for new 
areas has oflen been obtained. These new areas and lakes will, of course, be of 
great benefit to I owa and it's necessary to prepare for the future. But what 
about the existing parks and lakes that the people are using in greater numbers 
all the time? Are they to suffer because of a lack of funds for maintenance? 
Without personnel or funds, garbage cans may overflow, sanitary facilities 
deteriorate and weeds and grass grow into a mini-jungle. No one wants to see 
this happen at Iowa parks. But deterioration can set in at all levels-from rust 
on a garbage can to major s iltation. This is happening at some of Iowa's most 
popular parks. 
The question then arises: should we provide funds to keep these parks in good 
shape for use by the public today, or should money be spent on new areas that 
will be de\·eloped at some future date? It would be ideal if funds were available 
for both maintenance of established areas and development. However, with lim-
ited funds provided, the emphasis should be on bringing existing facilities up to 
par. 
It must be r ealized that there is much more to establishing a park system than 
just buying the land and putting up signs. There must be prior planning and 
a good program set forth to provide fo r development and mainienance. There is 
a need for acquisition in the recreation system. However , along with acquisition 
funds, there must be a plan and funds for development. 
Let's take a look at the existing situation as far as park need8 are concerned. 
Presently over 40 parks require a minimum amount of basic repair work and 
alterations to meet the demands placed upon them. These must be carried out 
on such things as cabi ns, trails, bridges, fences, latrines, boat docks, shelters, 
parking areas, water systems, and beach facilities. Emergency spillway repair 
is a continuing item. There is a long list of things thai need to be done in I owa 
parks simply to meet the ever increasing pressure f rom an outdoor or iented 
public. 
With some 10 million people having picnics, tramping the trails, bathing on 
the beaches, singing in the shelters, packing the parking lois, and roaming the 
roads, it's easy to imagine what a big job it is during the summer. 
There are over 10,161 picnic tables, 39 beaches, 1,444 benches, 3,694 fireplaces, 
24 enclosed shelters, 68 open shelters and 821 signs to be protected, cleaned, 
painted and generally cared for. This is a small part of the big picture. 
There are 74 permanent men in the parks section and some 130 temporary em-
ployees during the summer months. 
What does the fuiure hold for outdoor recreation in Iowa? With proper 
legislation, adequate funds and proper development programs, Iowa's recreation 
areas can indeed become the state's proudest possessions. Then, they can and 
will continue to provide millions of people with g reat opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. de 
Page II 
With the arrival of spring many ang-
lers will get "ihe fever" and to remedy 
this they will pack up their fishing para-
phernalia and head for Iowa's well-
stocked lakes, streams and rivers. 
To please your favorite fisherman make 
his return home a triumphant one by 
planning a superb fish dinner. Invite 
some neighbors over to enjoy a good, 
old-fashioned fish fry and to swap some 
of the traditional "fish tales". 
In order to make the "first big catch" 
of the season really special, here are two 
recipes you might try for a super kick-off 
that may res ult in requests for "re-plays" 
later in the season. 
F ISH FILLET 
Allow one large fillet, or one steak per 
person. For each piece of fi sh tear off a 
section of aluminum cooking foil large 
enough to wrap up the fish. Butter the 
foi l, place the fillet or steak on it, sea-
son with salt and freshly ground b lack 
pepper and dot with butter. Fold the 
foil over the top and double the edges 
together to make a tighi case. 
Fold up the ends of the foil. Arrange 
foi l packages on a baking s heet and bake 
in a 425 O\'en for 18 minutes. Then open 
one of the foil packages and test the fish 
for doneness with a fork or toothpick. If 
it is not done yet, roll it up again and 
continue cooking for a few more minutes. 
(Herbed: Top each fi s h fillet with 1 
teaspoon of grated onion and 1 table-
spoon of chopped parsley before baking. ) 
FISH WITH RICE 
1 3-lb. dressed fish 
2 tblsp. butter or margarine 
112 lb. mushrooms, chopped 
2 tlbsp. chopped onion 
Yl cup butter or margarine 
1 cup cooked rice (13 cup uncooked) 
Salt and pepper to taste 
112 tsp. poultry seasoning 
2 beaten eggs 
Place fish in a shallow pan. Broil 15 
minutes, basting with 2 tablespoons but-
ter. Turn, broil 10 minutes. Season. 
Cook onions and mushrooms in lv.1 cup 
butter until tender. Add rice, seasonings, 
and eggs; mix well. Cook over low heat 
until eggs are sci. Mound in center of 
platter ; place fish over rice. 
To bake, place fish over rice mixture. 
Bake in moderate oven (350°) 45 mm-
utes, basting with butter. Garnish with 
lemon s lices. Makes 4 servings. 
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Above: Pa ul Wears handles t he s pray gun used for painting 
the bas ic bro'' n of Io" a 's pa r k signs. T his is t he third s tep 
in the a sembly-line job and fo llows the '>ha ping of the s ig n 
and the sa nding. 
R ight : In the silk s creen proce!>s, a s tencil i cu t. and placed 
under a chees e-cloth "screen" ' ' h ich a llo\\ s the ) ello'" pa int 
to flow through the letter shape~ only. Wea rs puts t>ressure 
on a scr a ping tool whi ch ens ures total a nd even coverage on 
the boa rd, while Milt Hunt s ta nds by. 
Park Signs -
Where Have 
They All 
Come From? 
I 
j 
Ewi 
r a b' 
tram 
s 
e1er 
~~ 
L ca 
mple 
b 
The 
rfa~ 
eru 
e tJ 
Altb 
e Pal 
ailal 
Difft 
erot 
Fr 
epa~ 
u-ec 
lhe:: 
rter ' 
On t 
pai1 
.k3 
~ du 
t:~u! 
t tal rl 
ne ~it 
I I 
. \ 
Reg~ 
rice c 
''At l 
lns I 
11e knt 
owe 
Bet, 
lk·~c 
In a 
t a de I 
rts 
Nati 
I 
ce tn< 
ears 1 
Acti 
laced 
~arks 
fill the 
But 
ne , 
~arks 
gns. 
Few 
a~ el 
Left: Hunt assis ts m removing th e sign after the letters 
have bee n s tenciled. 
Cijtn(Jg 
aluat 
Photographs- By Russell Nelson 
)etters 
IO W A CONSERVA T IONIST Page 13 
By Kris Elin 
Editor 
Every visitor to Iowa's state parks is directed around the 
rea by neat, brown and yellow signs, strategically placed at 
ntrances and forks in the road. 
These "word-maps" didn't just appear, and they don't last 
lrever. Two Conservation Commission employees work year 
Jund making these signs and other furnishings for park 
abins, as well as maintaining and restoring the thousands of 
igns and furniture now in use in Iowa's public areas. 
Located at Lake Macbride State Park, near Solon, Iowa, the 
omplex of four buildings, known as the Central Shop houses 
he material and equipment used by l\Iilt Hunt, shop manager, 
nd his assistant, Paul Wears. 
These men make and restore all the signs and build furniture 
or family cabins on an order basis. Each park officer req uesls 
certain number of signs which are then made on assembly-
ne style. 
Although orders are placed all year, most of the work for 
'le parks is done during the winter months so that it may be 
vailable for the busy summer park schedules. 
Different sizes of sugar pine, and also, a special treated 
1aterial are used for the park signs, which come in two types, 
t-te routed (or depressed) letter, and flat painted signs. 
First the board is cut in the shape of Iowa, then sanded, and 
repared for painting. On the flat signs, a silk-screen process 
' used, which is basically a stencil type of painting letters. 
v hen routing, a special tool is used to "dig out" the letters, 
fter which they are painted by hand. 
On the signs in the Iowa shape, an edging tool is used next 
o paint a thin line around the board. Lastly, large drying 
acks hold the group of signs until they are taken to the in-
ividual parks. 
Usually about 100 signs are made simultaneously and the 
otal process time is about two days. Hunt estimated that if 
ne sign were to be made from start to finish, it would involve 
JUSt over an hour". Due to quantity, making only one at a 
ime would be impractical and costly. 
Regarding commercial cost, Hunt had "no idea as lo lhe 
rice of these signs." 
"At one time we tried to find a commercial company that made 
igns like these, just to see what it would cost. But as far as 
ve know, no one makes signs of this type, size, and quantity, 
o we really can't estimate a price." 
Between 75 and 100 routed signs and an equal number of 
ilk-screened signs are made per year at the Central Shop. 
In addition to sign production, furniture for group cabins is 
11ade as needed. This includes upholstered chairs and daven-
torts, and tables, benches, and bed frames. 
Native lumber, such as cottonwood, oak, and walnut, provides 
he materials for the furniture which lasts from three to five 
ears and then is returned to the Central Shop to be refinished. 
Activity at the shop is now at a maximum; orders have been 
llaced for signs and furniture for next summer's camping and 
~ark season, and the men and machinery are busy trying to ful-
ill these needs. 
But their effor ts now will be more obvious about l\Tay or 
une when the thousands of visitors head for Iowa's slate 
larks and a re guided by the neat, bro·wn and yellow directional 
1gns. 
Few people realize the craftsmanship, time, and effort that 
vas expended on these signs as they are guided to a beach or 
'ampground area. But few people would discredit the 111-
raluable service provided by these men and their work. 
Above: A s pecially designed edg ing tool ena bles Wears to 
quickly and e fficiently ma ke the C\'e n yellow border found on 
ma ny of the pa rk signs. 
Below: Large drying racks hold a ll of the co mpleted signs, 
li ke the one H unt is placing on the helf. 
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Last KoYember a wet, but happ)- hunt-
er, waded out of a marsh with a brace 
of geese in his hand that he had just 
brought down from the gray winter sky. 
At the same place last spring a man 
was busy taking photographs of the 
goose migrating "hile his family sat 
awe struck b) the sight of thousands of 
the great birds winging north. 
The site \vas Forney's Lake- a publlc 
hunting area and refuge managed by 
the State Conservation Commission. 
From the days of black powder, this 
area on the l\Iissouri River has been a 
goose hunting svoL But, today Forney's 
Lake means much more to the people of 
Iowa. Operated by the Commission's 
Game Section, Forney's Lake continues 
to provide hunters with shooting and 
everyone with a spectacular view of the 
annual goose migration. 
Forney's Lake is really a tribute to 
that often unappreciated American- the 
sportsman and hunter. You see, For-
ney's Lake was purchased, de,·eloped 
and managed with funds from the sale 
of licenses and money received through 
the Pi ttman-Robertson Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act. P-R funds 
are derived from an 11 percent excise 
tax on sporting arms and ammunition 
with the money prorated back to the 
states. While the hunter has footed the 
bill for the area, the whole state bene-
fits. 
In the fall blue and snow geese, react-
ing very sensibly, head south for the 
winter on the ancient migration t·oule 
along the l\Iissouri River. They will 
winter on the warm gulf coast of Texas 
and Louisiana. However, like all trav-
elers they stop to feed and rest along the 
way. And a major rest and feeding area 
for years has been Forney's Lake. And 
it is here lhat hunters are able to har-
\'est some of the surplus. Forney's 
Lake, located 111 Fremont County, 2:Y2 
mdes north" est of Thurman, comprises 
about 1,073 acres of shallow marsh. Ap-
proximately 450 acres are refuge. 
Because of the concentration of geese, 
there ha\·e always been a large number 
of hunters ... all hoping to bring down 
a limit of birds. This led to problems. 
Hunting areas often became crowded, 
almost gunstock to gunstock. The eager 
nimrods are sometimes over-anxwus 
about getting in the first shot resultmg 
in "sky busting" and cripples. 
Three years ago the Commission es-
tablished a measure of controlled hunt-
ing from blinds in part of the area and 
it has been general ly accepted. There 
are 25 blinds on the north and "est 
sides of the marsh, -!0 yards from the 
shooting line and 115 yards from the 
refuge line. 
Open hunting is allowed on the south 
side where crowded conditions are still 
a problem on some weekends. There is 
a retrieve zone between the shooting 
zone and refuge. Most of the hunting 
is pass shooting, but some men in blinds 
use decoys. Blinds are obtained on a 
reservation basis and there are cer tain 
ad,·antages in this. There is less crowd-
ing and a person with a reservation is 
assured of a place to hunt. It also pro-
vides a degree of quality hunting not 
found in the open zone. H owever, there 
is still some "sky busting" from the 
blinds. 
There is a check station for hunters at 
the senice buildtng on the area. Com-
mission personnel age and sex the birds 
brought in by hunters. Through infor-
mation collected at the station they can 
determine the productivity and kill ratio. 
Usually there are more young birds 
brought in than old ones and this indi-
cates good produetivity. However, when 
the young to old ratio is close it incli-
cates lower productivity. 
Generally hunting i::; good- running 
about three-fourths of a goose per man · 
day in the blinds. }lost of the gee::-e 
taken are blues and snows. Naturally, 
not everyone scores every day, but it 
does provide the opportunity to hunt 
that some people might not otherwisP 
have. 
There " ·ill be from se' eral thousand 
to 50.000 geese on the marsh. Durmg 
the season man) hunters will bring their 
campers and stay at the area in parking-
lots provided b)- the Commission. 
Several thousand hunters will use thP 
area during a season. The blinds are 
filled on weekends by advance resena-
tions, but during the week a person cau 
usually find a 'acamy. 
Historically, Forne~ 's Lake was : 
noted hunting area a natural marsh 
larger and deeper than it is now. Like 
most of the river bottoms at that time 
it was filled with water backed up an 
outlet ditch from the l\Iissouri River. 
Control of the wild l\Iissouri eventually 
cut off this source of water. The State 
Conservation Commission purchased the 
major portion of the area in 1943-44 and 
it was named after the Fornev familv. . . 
Two large pumps that keep the water 
level up were installed. Part of the 
area was established as a refuge after it 
was purchased providing protection for 
the waterfowl and keeping them in the 
a r ea. 
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Many people like to recall when there 
was more water in the marsh. Howe\ er. 
changes have taken place. There is no 
longer any back-up water and no seep-
age into the marsh because of the lo'' 
river level. It would be impractical to 
lt·y and keep it full all year with two 
pumps. Actually, there is not much lake 
bed left. The floods of 1952 and 1958 
put as high as 5 feet of silt in the marsh. 
There is 3 to 1 feet of silt on the a\ er 
ag-e- filling what was onee a depression. 
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In the spring of the year geese head 
nth to their nesting grounds in the 
affin Islands. This migration is one of 
lture's most impressive sights in Iowa. 
here will be up to 10,000 people at the 
·ea on a weekend in the spring to view 
te goose flight. Commission personnel 
·e kept busy directing traffic, keeping 
te parking lots and other facilities 
eaned up and answering questions 
>aut the migration. 
Photographers flock to the area with 
Yariety of cameras and other equip-
ent. The amount of film used would 
·obably be more than enough to film 
te last two world wars. Some beauti-
tl color photographs have been made 
Forney's Lake during the goose flight. 
Commission personnel are busy the 
her months of the year. Vegetation 
mtrol by moving is a must in the sum-
er or the cattails, bullrushes and wil-
•Ws would be over a man's head. Crops 
·e planted to provide food for wildlife. 
Some of the real early visitors to the 
·ea were Meriwether Lewis and Wil-
am Clark. According to their daily log 
was July 19, 1804, when their expedi-
on camped sou thwes t of what is now 
abor and it was noted: "At 4% miles 
•ached high cliffs of yellow earth on 
te south. The sand bars are more nu-
erous as they approach the Platte 
iver." Lewis and Clark, both hunters 
1d outdoorsmen, would no doubt be sat-
fled with the use being made of the 
·ea. 
With proper management, F orney's 
ake will continue to serve the people 
· Iowa. It will remain a jewel in the 
>arkling recreation necklace a long the 
issouri River. An area for a ll people. 
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When We Plant A Tree 
What do we plant when we plant a tree? 
We plant the :,;hip, which will cross the sea ... 
"·hat do we plant when we plant a tree? 
" 'e plant the houses for you and me ... 
" 'hat do we plant when we plant a tree? 
A thousand thin~s we daily see, .. 
We plant all these wht•n we plant a tree ... 
By Gene Hertel 
Asst. State Fores ter 
The lines from Henry Abbey's poem 
may not list all our goals for tree plant-
ing, but they encompass most of them. 
Foresters wou ld be mistaken to ad-
vocate tree planting on land that will 
yie ld a greater monetary return from 
grazing, farming, or other enterprises. 
But a landowner may wish lo plant trees 
on parts of his farm that are inaccessible 
to farm equipmenl. 
On other parts of the farm, erosion 
may be so serious that tree planting for 
erosion control would be desirable. Some 
landowners may be interested in produc-
ing Christmas trees, posts and poles, or 
growing some quality hardwood trees 
such as black walnut, black cherry or oak 
for future income. 
Having once established his motive for 
planting trees, his first decision is where 
to plant. Whether a given tract of land 
should be planted to trees depends upon 
the answers to three questions. Wi11 
trees grow there? Will it pay to grow 
them there? And, is ii necessary to plant 
them there? 
The answer to the first question has to 
do with the productivity of the land and 
this is important in terms of the final 
product attainable. 
The second question has to do with 
economics. Whether or not it will pay 
to plant trees on an area depends upon 
the purpose of the proposed plantation. 
On the other hand, if the purpose is to 
grow a merchantable crop, the question 
can be answered in dollars and cents by 
comparing the tree crop income with 
that of an alternate crop. 
The third question relates to areas 
with some trees already growing and 
where more may be needed to produce a 
fu 11 tree crop. 
Many woodland acres in Iowa are pro-
ducing neither the amount nor the 
quality of wood of which they are capa-
ble. Where soil productivity is adequate, 
planting open timber areas with qual-
ity hardwoods can produce a far greater 
income than permitting low value trees 
to occupy the site for several decades. 
District F oresters of the ConserYation 
Commission are a,·ai lable to assist in 
about 75 counties in lhe state. Soil Con-
servation Service and Extension Service 
personnel are knowledgeable about tree 
planting and can give advice where a 
forester is not available. 
There are several details which must be 
·worked out and carried through in any 
planting. 
(Continued on page 16) 
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FISHING ... (Continued from page 9 ) 
Smallmouth Bass during the open sea 
son. l\Iay 3. 1969, through February 15. 
1970. 
On inland lakes the daily cateh limit is 
fh·e (5) and poHsession hmit ten 10 ) for 
Largemouth and Smallmouth Bas·. Thi~ 
variation in limits is due to l\Iinnesota 
regulations. ltl\\a and :\Iinnesota depat·t-
ments work eooperati\ ch· in e~t.ll>lishing 
seasons and limtts on these border lakes. 
Daily catch and possession limtts for 
all other species are listed in the table on 
this page of the IowA Co~sER\'ATIONIST. 
H should be noted that the posHession 
limit cannot exceed a total of 50 fish of 
the combined species'' here a datly catch 
limit ts specified. For these spedes where 
no dail~· catch limit ts noted, an angler 
may haYe any number of these fish in his 
possessiOn. 
Following a departmental regulation 
discussed by the Commission. "spears 
and bow and arrow may be used to take 
carp, buffalo. dogfish, gar, sheepshead. 
and quillback f1um sunrise to sunset dur-
ing the period of 1\Iay 1, 1969, to Feb-
ruary 15, 1970. both dates inclusive." 
Indn idual questtons concerning the 
1969 laws may be directed to the Law 
Enforcement section of the State Conser-
vation Commission. 
I OWA CO N S E RV ATI O N IS T 
TREES . . . ( Continued from page 15) 
Your objecti\c in planting and the type 
of soil which ts to be planted are of htgh 
pnortt}. The producti\'eness of the sot! 
will dictate the kind of trees wh tch ca.l 
be sueeessfu I. 
"·hen \ ou kno\\ the kind of trees you 
• 
will plant, the next concern is the num 
ber of trees to plant, their size and the 
place to buy them. 
Farmland planting is u::;u.dly dotH' 
with seedling or light transplant trees, 
planted as bare rooted stock. ThesP 
plants are lO\\ m cost and can be handled 
easih Some loss can be expected, but 
in~ eats of norm.ll rainfall, plantings are 
very successfu l. Planting stock ts avail-
able from manv private nurseries and 
from the State ConsetTation Commission. 
Plantmg may be done by hand, using a 
spade or spectal planting bar, or with a 
tree planting machine pulled by a farm 
tradot·. Planting can be done as earlv 
• 
as the frost ts gone from the ground 
until around May 15. Stock which is kept 
dormant in cold storage may, in fact, be 
planted into .June. 
Final sun ivai of the planted trees 
will depend upon the rainfall distribu-
tion and temperatures during the first 
summer after r)lanting-. 
Tree seedlings are shipped In bales or 
crates with the roots protected with 
some form of moist packing material. 
-----
1969 FISHING SEASONS AND LIMITS 
XLA:-.0 WATERS OF T H E STATE BOt:NOARY W ATERS: -I 
-
I Minimum -Daily Length M issJs~ippi Rive1. M Jssouri Catch Posst-~SltJtt or Rin•1·, Bi~r Sioux Hivcr and 
Kind o! Fish I OJ>l'n Season Limit Limit \\eight Inland \\aters of L<'(' County - - -
-- ---
Carp, Buffalo, Quillback Continuous None None None Same as inlnnd wntt>rs. 
Gar, Dogfish, G•zzard Shad. 
Shecmshead, Suck<•r, Red-
horse, Chub, Sunfi .h, Blue· 
gill, Crappie, Silver Bass. 
Bullhead, Rock Ba 
' 
Yel-
low Bass, 'Varmouth. Min-
nows and Sand Sturgeon 
- - - --
Rock Sturgeon Closed Clos<'<l. 
-- --
Paddlefish Continuous 2 1 5 lb. Same as inland wat('r.. except n 
catch or possession limit on Mis-
sissippi River. 
0 
. 
Perch Continuous 25 50 None Same as inland watE>rs except no 
catch or pos~ession limit 
--
--- -
-
-
Trout Continuous G 12 Nont> Same ns inland waterR 
-
Catfish Continuous 8 16 Nont> Continuous open !=1:('~00, no 
t'atch or possession limit. 
0 
. 
Largemouth Bass Conllnuous 5 10 None Largemouth and Smallmouth 
Black Boss. Continuous open 
season. Aggre~ate daily catch 
limit 10 ° ag~regate possession 
Smollmouth Bass Continuous 5 10 None limit 20. 
-
- --
-
Wnllc•ye and Sauv<'r May 3- I Combin!-'<1 Combaned None Continuous open Reason. Aggre-
I• cb 15* Walley(' Wnlleyt• ~ate daily catch limit l 0 ; ag-
& SatJg(·r & Snu!!CI gregate possession limit 20. 
5 10 
-
-- -
Northern Pike May 3- 3 G Non~ Continuous open Rea~on daily 
Feb. 15* catch limit 5; pos~esMion limit 
10. 
Muskellunge Closed Closed. 
Frogs (except Bullfrogs) Continuous 4 elm>.. 8 dmr.. None Same RA inland waters. 
-
. 
Bullfrogs 
(Ra na Catesbelana) 
Continuous 1 doz. 1 doz. None Same as inland waters. 
Take a tip from thi!) packagmg and 
make sure the roots are never permitte11 
to dry out. Follow, in detail, any plant 
mg instructions on your tree package. 
As with other crops, trees must L 
tended to accomplish i:t.e goal you ha\ e 
set. Weed or brush will compete WI' 
the trees; liYestock can destroy a plant 
ing; fire and insects must be contlolled 
:vlO\\ ing weed~ and brush may be used 
m some areas. Chemical weed control 
and cultiYation are also possibilities dur-
ing the early years of the plantatim 
Fencing may he required. Livestock mu~ rYttt 
be kept from the planting area since tn ~f ~, 
tops will be eaten and the seedling 
trampled. 
Firebreaks around a planting to stor 
wildfires burning toward the area rna~ 
be required. These are usually mair-
tained by discing. Any plantation own€ 
should check for insects or insect damag· 
regularly and seek addce on control. 
Whether forest products. soil protec 
tion, or establishing something of beaut~ 
is your goal, tree planting can accom-
plish it. Trees require your forethought 
and care, but they can return much sat 
1sfaction and value. 
Applications Accepted 
For Officers' School 
The State Conservation Commission 
officer examination and school to estal 
lish an eligibility list will be held tr 
:\'Iarch at Camp Dodge, north of De' 
:\Ioines. 
The eligibility list contains the top 2 
applicants for Park and \Vater Officer~ 
who will be hired as these positions be 
come a\·ailable. 
To take the examination, a pers01 
must first obtain an application blank b1 
writing to: Personnel Section. State Con 
<::en·ation Commission. 300- 4th Street 
Des l\loines, Iowa, 50319. These must bf 
fi lied out and returned to the Parks or 
Waters Section at the same addres~ 
~0 LATER THAN February 25. 
The preliminary or screening examina 
tion will be held March 5 at Camp 
Dodge Applicants for the exam must be 
at Camp Dodge by 8:30 a.m., :\l arch 5 
The top 20 candidates for officers post 
tions will be e ligible to attend a 21~ 
day schoo l at Camp Dodge on March 24 
26 . 
At the officers candidate sch ool theJ 
will take written examinations based on 
lectu res presented by Commission per· 
sonnel and present a bnef ta lk on a sub· 
ject of their choice. All candidates will 
be interviewed by a panel. They wi ll be 
graded on these items and other factors 
T he ranking on the eligibility list i~ h-'ther~ 
determined by the fina l grade of t he 1~1dre11'1 
candidates. When openings are avai la ble ssroo~ 
they will be fi lled f rom the el igibi l it~· 
list. 
Fur ther information on the examina· 
tion a nd school can be obtained by writ 
ing t he Commiss ion. 
